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Spy Suspect
Tied to KGB

Defection

Ex-U.S. Navy Man in
Britain Held After
Agent Went to West

_OST,
and TYLER MA ALL,
Times Staff Writers

WASHINGTON—A high-rank-
ing Soviet KGB official has defect-
ed _to the United States from his

thens post, the State Department
said Friday, and intelligence offi-
cials linked his defection to the
arrest in Britain of a retired U.S.

Navy commander on espionage
charges

in a departure from its custom-
ary silence on such matters, the
State Department said KGB Col.
Viktor P. Gundarev, his 7-year-old
son, Maxim, and Galina N. Gromo-
va, described as a family friend,
defected and are now in the United
States. They are believed to have

asked for asylum last weekend.
A_senior Pentagon official de-
scribed Gundarev, 50, as “quite a
e Fiad worked i the™

" dw

same counterintelligence unit as
Vitaly S. Yurchenko, the -

ranki official who defec

t5 the United States Tast suramer

and_then returned to the Soviet en returned to the Soviet
ed 0 e

CIA. .

Allegediy Tried to Flee

At the same time, intelligence
officials, speaking on condition that
they not be identified by name, said
the arrest last Sunday of retired
U.S. Navy Cmdr. John Bothwell as
he allegedly tried to flee Britain
was linked to Gundarev’s defection.

Bothwell, 59, who maintained
residences in Bri and Greece,
\7 ' ay ina on

court on espionage es, the
fxt_Giné e cise Tat e -
public notice. erates

Bo! I of Gundarev's

warned thwell o

defecti not in time for him to
evade arrest, sources said._
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Bothwell was charged under
Bﬂﬁiﬁi @icial Egts th Tor

allegedly preparing on or before

tion to an unnamed contact “likely
to be directly or indirectly useful to
an enemy.”

Sources who said they knew of
Bothwell's activities indicated that
he was involved in arranging trade
between South Africa and the
Soviet Union, two countries that
have little open contact. There was
no indication of what specific infor -
mation he was preparing to pass.
Nor was the country that allegedly
was to receive the information
named.

Intelligence Background

The_intelligence sources and
British police said Bothwell, who
left_the Navy about 20 xears%,
later worked for 10 years for a U.S.

intelligence agency, which one
source identified as tyﬁe CIA ACIA

spokeswoman declined to com-
ment.

AU the State Department,
spokesman Charles Redman said
he had no information on Gundar-
ev’'s wife, but Reuters news service
quoted Western sources as saying
that she and another child were
living in Moscow.

U.S. intelligence sources said
they could not confirm a report
that Gunaarev decided to defect
after his wife complained to Soviet
authorities about a romantic rela-
tionship she said he had with

"Gromova.

The State Department’'s an-

t on Gundarev's defec-

tion was ?Wm by one ntelli-
s
move to e e side’s

“weak ago and called in police after
oo ‘Soviet h;i‘-y CArs were
¢ PBothwell, tanned and

international trade about 12 years
ago.

A domestic British news agency,
Central News, reported that state-
ments made to the court
Bothwell’s arrest indicated that
had strong ties with Soviet
officials in London, as well
contacts with Western embassies
in several European capitals.

.Navy records indicate that a
John Henry Bothwell enlisted in
the Navy on his 17th birthday on
June 30, 1943, during World War II
and spent 22 years in the swrvice.
The Navy was unable to coafirm,
however, that the man arresied in
Britain was the same Bothwel.

John Henry Bothwell's service
duty included stints as the slipper
of two US. submarines, the Tile-
fish, for four menths in 1964 and
tl.l&flnoannl.-fnln 1958 thpugh

A native of Sienectady, ¥. Y.,
John Henry
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submarine navigatr.
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commander on July 31, 1964,
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